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THEMES 

 
• Are We a Discipline? 
 
• 2000s’ Identity Issue:  Is the Name a Symptom and Cause? 
 
• Panicking vs Disengaging and Everything in Between 
  
• Who is in the family and Family Science: Local and Global Lenses 
 
 



Are We a Discipline? 
 1980s-1990s 

   
• Primary disciplines  

• self-contained  
• self-sustained  
• commonly identified by Greco-Latin 

terms with -ology suffixes 

• Secondary disciplines  
• newer  
• less independent  
• typically labeled with a descriptive term 

followed by science(s) (e.g., health 
sciences, political science) 

• Tertiary fields  
• depend entirely on primary and secondary 

disciplines  
• descriptive adjective followed 

by studies (e.g., gender studies, religious 
studies) 

       (Burr & Leigh, 1983; Davis, 1985; Leigh, 1985)  

 

 Famology (Famologists) (Burr & Leigh, 1983) 
  
 NCFR 1985 Task Force’s formal adoption of Family Science 

• Unique subject matter 
• Body of theory and 

research 
• Unique methodology 
• Supporting 

paraphernalia (e.g., 
journals, conferences, 
majors, departments) 

• Utility of professions 
or applications 

• Ability to train a 
community of 
scholars 

• General consensus 
that the discipline 
exists 



National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) 
 • Founded 1938 (conference) 

 Paul Sayre—Law Professor at the University of Iowa 
 Ernest Burges—Professor at the University of Chicago 
 Rabbi Sidney E. Goldstein—Chair of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, New York City 

 
Only professional organization focused solely on family research, policy, and practice 
Organized by state and regional affiliates and by subject area sections related to the principal 

areas of family science. 
The national office is located in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
Governed by a board of directors composed of professionals from across the country. 

 
 Mission Statement 

     NCFR's mission is to provide an educational forum for family researchers, educators, and 
practitioners to share in the development and dissemination of knowledge about families and 
family relationships, establish professional standards, and work to promote family well-being. 



• Advancing Family Science 

• Education and Enrichment 

• Ethnic Minorities 

• Family and Health 

• Family Policy 

• Family Therapy 

• Feminism and Family Studies 

• International 

• Religion, Spirituality & 
Family 

• Research and Theory  

• Academic Administration and 
Leadership  

• Adoption  
• African Families  
• Asian American Families  
• Co-parenting/Divorce Education 
• Directors of Graduate Study 

(DGS)  
• Eastern European Families  
• Families and Technology  
• Families with Disabilities  
• Family Economics  

 
 
 
 
 

• Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Straight Alliance 
(GLBTSA)  

• Grief and Families 
• Issues in Aging  
• Latino(a) Research 
• Men in Families 
• Military Families and Children 
• Qualitative Family Research 

Network (QFRN) 
• Sexuality 
• Social Justice Network 
• Work and Family 
 

Sections 

Focus Groups 



2000s’ Identity Issue:  Is the Name a Symptom and Cause? 
 

 

• How do we find each other? 
• How do students find us? 

• How do we present ourselves to the larger scholarship community? 
• How scholars in other fields understand us? 

   
 

• Department Names of  “Family” Departments  
     in 2013  

N=217  
 

 Human Development & Family Studies 
(n=26) 

 
 Family & Consumer Sciences  

(n=21) 
 

 Different names  
(n=103) 

 
 

• Department Names with “Family” in the Title  
     in 2013   

N=131  
 

 family studies: the scientific study of family life 
from any disciplinary perspective 

(n=55) 
 

 family science: distinct disciplinary perspective 
(n=42) 

 

Hans, 2014 



Catalyzing research,  
theory and practice 

2000s 
 

 



Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) 
 

• Families in Society 

• Human Growth and Development Over the Life 
Span 

• Internal Dynamics of Families 

• Human Sexuality 

• Interpersonal Relationships 

 

 

• Family Resource Management 

• Parent Education and Guidance 

• Family Law and Public Policy 

• Ethics 

• Family Life Education Methodology 

Defines professional work 

Delineates competencies, skills, and experiences 

Examination 

Certification Process for academic programs 
 

Content Areas 
 



Panicking vs Disengaging  
and Everything in Between 

 
Closing and combining of programs 

Undergraduate (teaching) and Graduate Programs (Research) 

Human Development vis-à-vis Child Development 

Securing a prominent place in research by inserting Family 
Science within the trans-disciplinary approaches currently used to 
advance the understanding of social phenomena  

Proven effectivity of Family Science in the area of translational 
knowledge, as part of a larger applied social sciences movement 

Develop and support of next generation of disciplinary leaders 
 



Who is in the Family and Family Science:  
Local and Global Lenses 

 • Diverse Families 
• Ethnicity/Race 

• Gender 

• Family Structure 

• Immigration 

• Transnational  

• Migrant 
 

 

• Technology 
• Facebook 

• Skype 

• Whatsapp 
 

 

 



Concluding Remarks 

•http://family.science/ 
 
•Intentionality in our work and presence 

http://family.science/


NCFR 2019 
Conference Chair:  Dr. Katia Paz Goldfarb 

 
Family Sustainability: 

Contextualizing Relationships within Evolving Systems 
 

• This theme focuses on understanding the ever complex reality of family relationships from within. It 
stresses the importance of looking at the what, the how, and the why of family relationships within their 
specific context. It also stresses the importance of acknowledging, and working with, supports that 
already exists within and outside the family, with the goal of continuing to support families in 
sustaining their unit. 

 

• Family Sustainability is defined as the relationships between family members that enable them to 
maintain the family unity for present and future generations. It is developed and strengthened by the 
continuous and various relationships with which the family and its members engage. This occurs 
through interactions with their social and physical environments. Family Sustainability is seen as a 
process not as a static goal. 
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